146            SIR WALTER SCOTT        MT. 60

He reached London about six o'clock on the evening
of Wednesday the 13th of June. Owing to tl^e unex-
pected rapidity of the journey, his eldest daughter had
had no notice when to expect him; and fearful of finding
her either out of town, or unprepared to receive him and
his attendants under her roof, Charles Scott drove to the
St. James's Hotel in Jermyn Street, and established his
quarters there before he set out in quest of his sister and
myself. When we reached the hotel, he recognized us
with many marks of tenderness, but signified that he was
totally exhausted; so no attempt was made to remove
him further, and he was put to bed immediately. Dr.
Ferguson saw him the same night, and next day Sir
Henry Halford and Dr. Holland saw him also; and dur-
ing the next three weeks the two latter visited him daily,
while Ferguson was scarcely absent from his pillow.
The Major was soon on the spot. To his children, all
assembled once more about him, he repeatedly gave his
blessing in a very solemn manner, as if expecting imme-
diate death; but he was never in a condition for conver-
sation, and sunk either into sleep or delirious stupor
upon the slightest effort.

Mrs. Thomas Scott came to town as soon as she heard
of his arrival, and remained to help us. She was more
than once recognized and thanked. Mr. Cadell, too,
arrived from Edinburgh, to render any assistance in his
power; I think Sir Walter saw no other of his friends
except Mr. John Richardson, and him only once. As
usual, he woke up at the sound of a familiar voice, and
made an attempt to put forth his hand, but it dropped
powerless, and he said, with a smile, "Excuse my
hand." Kichardson made a struggle to suppress his
emotion, and, after a moment, got out something about
Abbotsford and the woods, which he had happened to
see shortly before. The eye brightened, and he said,
^How does Kirklands get on?" Mr. Eichardson had
lately purchased the estate so called on the Teviot, andboat at Eotterdam.
two apartments, and not knowing the way to either of them. We entered
